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A MAIDEN LADY'S OVER.
SEEN.

Mise Priseilla Goodwin wes & mai-
den lady of some fifiy oidd years, brisk,
opinionated, snd rather peculinr in
her manners, and the proprietress of
one of the finest planiations in Virg
nha, which ehe managed, with the Lelp
of an overseer, without asking advice
or nssistance of any one— an indepen-
dent procedure no wise pleasing (o her
brother, Mr. Godfrey Goodwin, who
lived st a short distance, and who, by
virue of his relation, thought Ligself
entitled 1o be consaliad
Bat Miss

upon every

FECAsLON I’ﬂ-f‘l”.l linel ai

ways beon self-willed, and had always
persisted in regarding her bmilier s
being endowed with a very smail
share of common sende and judgment,
nr t \'.w;i [ A= s0o0n Bave enlet ]. mnto &
consglintion with ber pet kitten: ns
with her brother G -|J[|'_\' For his

wile, who had beesr a pretty Southern

Lelle, and was now a lazy, faded

Southern matron, she entortained n

contempt which berdered on distike,
apd her two nephews were her dread

and terror.  The only one of the

family whom she roully loved was

her niece, o prefty girl of about nine.
teen summers, who had been oliristen-
Wilhet
minn, but was never by any chance

enlled anything but * Will" by her

ed by the dignified name of

with & ]Il','_Jl T ]

!'n:r:,l", antl intimate fivnds. A plum
Lidan L-i-:l\ll'll ",_fiII.
and sparkling eyes, with an indepen-
dence «
her ludy mother said “reminded  her
Shie

ot epeech and  wanner which

atlly ol Miss Priscilla.” Wik
@rent

looked upon far and near us eertainly

fuvorite with every _one, and

the hwirese of her nunt's property as
though the will bnd been nlready

st tor the beme il

witlen wnd pul

of all Viegina,
A perfeet anderstanding appeared

to exist between the old ]:h!_\ wnd hey

voung nicee, and they il never se.

on one u'--_;u':.

riously differed, save

and s, stra ge 1o say, wie Lthe new

overseer of the plantatton, a durk

thick et man of about forty. with u

neck nnd  jow which indieated blood-

thirsty Jerovity, ns pliinly as did those

||| L

arent |:'..].!-=|n!_: who woe Lis

frequent companion, s worthy
hiad been installed in lis present office
on the death of the jroor old Giles

Worthington, his prodecessor, the

mildest and most excellent of men,
and lhind presented Limsell” without o
charueter, in dirty anld mgged gar-
ments, aller dusk, to beg for the situn
tion,  Perbaps rumors of Miss Pris-
eilla's charaeter had resched him.-

She was famons for pationizing un-
promising specimen s of human nature,
of what

and making excellent use

every ong vlse repudinted. .\Iun} nnel

many an unfortunate “nigeer,”

e ‘.:1.':,'.
thievish, or rhenmatic, sold for his
l'l".‘w

eilla purchnzed, and lectured nnd doe-

fuults or misfortunes, hnd Miss

the of Tt
And Doble

stood beflore Ler \\jll,;], I..“#I story il

tored into beet servant

place when Fzekiel
tl-nsage nnd destitution on Lis lips,
she took o fancy to Lim forthwith, amd
estublished him at onece in a Inerative
and responsible situation.  Every o
blawed her, and Miss Wilhelmina re
monsrated in the plainest torms, ex-
pressing her apiatoen of the new oy

1t thi

quarrel they eves

srer without restrsint wa

canse of the firs

had.

Lis
i# poor and plain, and ill-used by the
world,” said Miss Priscilla.  “That is
the yery reazon you ourhit fo lik
Will. I really wonder at 3

“And I wonder at gou, aunt,” re
torted Miss Will. *“Such

ous face! such an abominable eye !—

You dislike the man becavse

um, =~

T

f villain-

I he is not a Jail-bird, I'm mistaken,
I'be servants hate him, 1 can tell you,
After poor, kind Giles, whom they all
loved, sny one would have Leen un-

pleasant, and this fellow—-'
“Has he done anvths

l'.ll.'.'!':;;"l d Miss Priscilln

“lean'tsay he Las plied  Miss
will

Urto a \ W

w prejudicsd you ure 18t like
.'. It mother le Rie [u-«rln:r HT

-
their possessions. 1 have studied that
man's head, and i indicates an un-
common degree of firmness and a

great deal of benevolence.  Phrenolo
gy is my guide and it never mislends
mne

Most people have n fuvorite holiby
and phresology wis Miss Priseilla’s.--

“'lll. n #he

she believed thimt she lind sertled the

had utlorsd these words,

argument  completely, and vever

dreamt that ber niste would venture

to contradiot ber. What was ber ps

ity then, when thst aadutiful

fonislin

dninsel, witls o toss of Ler Lead, rotort-

ed i “Uow can a sensible women be

heve in sach a ridiculons  humbugne
phirenology ! Besides, it it were a
selenee, yon liave -I!‘I_'- N Walnntniai
smntiering of it, _i‘l“ criongh o mis-
lead yvou, mnd nothing more

Miss Prisailln efaneed st her moege

nomoment o ulter astonshment,

and then, without o word of wwrning,
lifted Lier vight hoand, and boxed bolh
the pink-tinted ears with  an earnes

| pess that made them erimson, marel-

e ofl, locked herself in bgr own chan.
her, while Misgs Will, in a

i.;;-‘i.-ﬁ' rode hame, with the full deter

tuwaring

mination of never crossing her puni's
Hhie l‘.t'il! liwe rose

lution for some time, long after her

threshold ngain.

licart had quite softened towards the
Lndewd, sl

longed tur n reconcilintion, but disiik-

quick-tempered old lndy,

ed to make fle first overtures,  Her
aunt ought to have apologized tor 1k

Llow she haul given bee, she thoush,
and she waited in vain for some overs
tiure from Miss Priscillo,

Mennwlile the spinster had  lLad
Ler hiands full with the I*I-l tution
(I-i':il Ininta Trom  the overseer of 1l
alaves, and  complaints from the i
dulged slaves of the overseer, {fullow-
ed one another in quick sueccssion.

M

I
i

Doble insisted thnt the “niggers"

wd  been  gpoiled, and  were  lae

and kuavish, whieh was very troe:
and 1|:|'\_' AR S | |:. \\ﬂ.h egqun yoerml

that the overseer used thetn bratalls

[t was a hard ense, but Miss
hnd deeided that Ezekiel Doble was t]i

man gifted by natare with the vers
bunips necessary lor an overseer, and
could not disabuse herself of the ides,
l'r]i.::_| iy, -]." !l'l_'I-"'I to mlerivre, b

commanded

Fzekiel to
1

SlavVes

privately, she
e s gentle with the
b, I..’.- kiel ]'1-11[- ..!Hr:1;--.{ |‘.|:1L ]-

Wils 1o b

AL [HIESE
“as kind us it was possible
to niggers without roining them,"-—
And the i.:lil\' could z=ay nothing more

—or wouldn't, which was mueh the
same thing, The most rebellious of
all the field hands, necording 10 Ez

kiel Doble’s nccount, was o light mul-
alto known by the name of Radph.

A conztant succession of

e )ik, e

ginning with the first week of the new
ovarseer's reign, had been bestowed
upon the unfortunate man without el-
h'l':- ‘1.“" !':“'I‘-\ H“L\ !111'";'_' ilr-fl monreg
sSAvVagoe :llnl liesa 1‘!l.-.1|_\' |‘u-'|'l'-|”| i aiu)

ol

he mutteved theonts aeninst the ovee

whieh mude his follow-servants
shudder. One niglt, afler an unuso
ally tronblesome day, My, Duble lent
the field for the night, with the prom-
e that before bhreakiast on the next

.J‘\'.i:.n:ir].r}l--‘llll receive such n bieat-

i #s he never sulfored before

“I'll break your spirit you black
rascal,” bhe said, i 1 have 1o f) 5
you.  I've mostered every dog and
horse I ever tried my band on, and |

wou'l e
bi

er,  And
l;:- i-".‘l]

trnad over lils shiouldars towards the

defied by n nigg
]

fpoke, w

:u«::iml HE l-l'

scowling mulatto, as thoneli the words
came from hiz heart.
That night Ralph eame to the howss

e

threat, and

and nsked 1o see lis mistress.

told ber of the overseor's
prayed that she would interfere be.
tween them, “I'll promise 10 work
hard and do all be tells me, ff missus
only will,” he said. “T's¢ hiad 5o many
flopgings, lately, and they make my
hlood hile
1ot me be \ti-li-f.c‘l

The oo

so. Please, missus, don'y

aemorrow,’”

b fellow had few

‘ l e vt 3 ¢

td ETE - . 1
M P i 14 ronir
ed that she would sav oo vl ol
from Lits dreaded punishment, Su: with

! fer ¥

|
nonooul who

|

| Fa.""-r al (hat

an eye 1o the better preservation of or-
der on the plantaton, thie frowned up-
on the negro, and sd, In a cour
“Mr., Dable will do

Go back 1o your cabiin  imme
r .

Voo ns he soes
best.
dimtely, and don’t expect me to inter
anid 'n-"i-f the resolute expros.
sion upen her countenance until Ralph
was quite ont of sight, when she drew
forth & handkerehief, ul{ml nlear or
twir fom Ler durk eye, and dispatoh-
What

ney el

od 4 messuge for theé oversecr
interview wns

Loown, but when Mre. Doble emerged

1

fram the houge he had el paged s
NG about Baving kaiph whljy. d o
the morrow,

When the morrow enme  there wi

iy 6 r'.'_.|. 1o be foumd to o or to for-

ive,  Iothe maddle of the stormy
might, with his few parments sl
OME pacees of gat-tnke In A hundle

on his shoulder, Lie had ].-‘ t the plan-
hid-
ing in wool or swamp, like some wikl
hiis

”l' \\l}‘-l:ll i.:l\l' Il'lil.'ll‘i'll ires

tation behind him, and was nwow

hears the hunter on
trick.
biut o ghort time hud the overseer been

di'\n-\\l'd fils own -\h_\',‘ ut there Miss

Priscilla was firm. » No, no!" sl
saidd, “Look for him and  God Lim i
You ¢, bul I am a woman, and 1
cnu't have my niggors hunted with
dops—it's too barlmrous.”  And Fze-
Kiel sinothered Tiis wirndh a3 best e
might in his mistr presence, o
vant it oo s unfortonate inferiors

found after three long s s' senrch

when out sight,  Halph was vot

nor were  thers Lidings when it

sy

wock had passed.  Those who joined

i the '-".I!-"-'_ll.\'] overshot the mark,

It -'.1-I| still lurked ¢lose home 10 a

Ly

soi L of eave, amongst the woois, alraid

o Ieave js J.ul'in-\'. jlu_' ll..]'I.IIAI'
was all gone, wud the few nuts andd
e which L e¢ould fnd o
e L inthe shape of fomds. He was
very miserallo oty i mind and body,
Dat e pever thooeht of gomge back
to be ruled over by Ezeliel,  Sootier
thou that e would have starved to
death

ODnee, Trom Ing :'I-"I\“. .!n.-l.i!'_"j- nee,
“.n',; hosaw Miss Wilhelming cunjor
through the weoeds on her little biack
horse, gaine from hier own dwelling
towards 1hat of Mies' Treiscilln’s, amd
then. thaugh he wiz a blivex man and
a alove, hecovered his fuce with his
knotted hands, and eried Like o child,

"Y\IHI'.;_' Mizs Will'" was the parsoni-

his

fieation of :'I'I!-ll'“fl'l m eyes

She had given Lith a Digeht silk linnd
kereliied on Christmus : she Lind tied
up hig cot finger, and given him jelly

tur hia sare throat. He rememberuvl

her o littles toddling baby, leaming 1o
walk, and now he could not even M ek
to her.  “Ole missus was good, ton

he thought, "i?"]._r for that Marsa
Doble, I nebber would have run away

Irom wle missny .'1h.l “.Iu Wilk" And

liw peered alter heras she vanished

among the shadows, her black plume
fluttering, ber clieek flasl uml let
raven hair blown back from Lier it
Lo —il "*l"k"..lli:_' ol * ity elilo
s an those old woods.

Wil was golhg on a visil of concilia

to ler aunt—partly hecanse she
It '.}:‘\ laved hers and | uridy be canii
ghie wonted to nsk n favor of ber

I'he grentest party that had been giv-

en in the nfTeliborhood for yeurs was
.
abont to tnke

place, and zandry jowels
W poss Misz Priscilla

were the desire of black-eyed Will's

pssion  of

mn

girlish heart, Fhere was no moea-
ness in the iden, bot rather a sort of
childish confidence in the aunt’s ool

nafure.  “She :h‘i‘v-i:n\ wis 4-""‘!"""'

tured, dear old soul,” she said 1o her.
self, “and how I ean have kept away
from her so long, I really don't know.”
Truth to say, the feconciliation was
au easy one, amd as they sat together
over their tea, Will proffered ler re-
-lul'-!.
nd

] |i. "\lij: Yoy g
me your dinmonds to wear to Col. (.7

“Aunty,” she

to-morrow 7
“Al, that s why vou wanted to be
T#40 Jedd, bs il the old liil"'._
thver tartid Well, if you've alter-
*d your mmd about [he ovemesr s
phrenology, perhaps Uil my yes

Will lowked grave.  “] cannot

“AY

that, aunt.™ she 'r'|"iv=!. "1 hate both

of them as much ns ove Frekiel

Doble is & brote, as vou will discover
in time, and as for the seience, 1'd ant
give a figlor it. So I may go with-
out the ornuments, 1 suppos

“No, WilL"
“1 like you better for being candid. ]
Bt

Fl

replied Miss Priscilla
s you won't wigh 1o client me.

cun vou take care of the dinmonds
I'hiey are worth o fortune, and they

will all be yours some duy. I would

nat have a stone lost for worlds”

‘Tl be sery enreful,” snid Will,
wleefully “ Please get them aunt ; |
lang to s !

o Miss Priscilla left the room, and
came back In n few moments with a
eusket in her b, from which ghe
drew o necklnce, braoelets, bt |]1,
nnd enrerings of glittering  dinmonds,

sprending them on the black wvelver

cushion ol & -w-!.ﬁi for their better ex

position; and  dilating on theiv worth

. ‘o
nnd antiguity, Looow hittle while »lu

fstened them on e arme and bosom

ol lier niece, and even i th "I.'.k (15
tle enr ghe had boxed in her Torgotien
anger, and Will dunced i the aunlight
antil they glittered again. “How they

|

me, she

all

how these

will enyy

erivd, “and
)

,'nljf'

(Y

will sparkle by

light? Don't | Jook hke a queen,
aunty 2 She turned townrds the glies
i ..[.,. “1""*"- find started baek with o
hviek, for flected i e I Lishind
surfuce she saw the dark face of the
overseer.  1le siowd at the door oppo-
site and now enterad with an swkward
bow. His ostensible purpose was (o

sk some .I\; wition relative o nexi

day'soperations on the plantation, nud

hie did ot feetn o notice the sonng
)

lady or her decidedly unenmplimentn-
vy soream.  Neithor of them guessed
thit ke lind been n silent auditor of
tl Lole conversation, or saw  him
turn with o menpeiny gesture lonard
the window s Lie gtood upoen the ver
andal without.  An liour alfter Miss
Will rodenway with the casKet of din

girds fustened to her givdle, and lovk-

ed buck to exelianao eroetings with her
aunt, who stood upon the threshold.-

“Itide (nst, my denr,” snict Miss 1'ris-

@ila, ‘I is lade i the alternoon, and
the way is lonely.

“I"oo long [‘\' not 1o bw safe,” J"‘l»lil'-l
the girl. *1 never meet any one
chmi ar going.  Besddes T shall be

home long before dark, oo ]._' . —

And ehe

1wny.

kissed Lier hinmd amd rode

Was there nothing 1o bid her paose ¢
no sign of danger upon the 1 or up-

ple Were thare

Mo -_».‘-..Ik:.,, {8 among ‘.'\l'

on tie lEant rode f

woutlland

fairies to tell of the figure which
routhed already in o ]-:,r".'\' (ot 1n
the hefirt of the dark wood 2 Notone
‘a“ WaSs e n-:nf, .‘lf.if -|;" roude €in,
lreamine of the morrow, and of her
awn bright beanty, 1o by so well set
off |“. those talr gems |:_'-' ntiel 1»_\-
she rode more slowly, and from plre
light-hesrtesdness began 1o sing ; and
al lnst she paused entively, nwl dis
monnted boside @ litdle fountain which
played nmongst grasd nnd moss over

anow-w e :.p_h'.i. T fha i 1-'_:_"

ol salitude he f--}-\.- Al How
delightiul it will Le,” she sand, 1
shall be the best dressed and—well,

girl there, and

yes and the
I shall daner wi

prva Lifest

th Cliardie Irving, and

Alrs

What was it that made Lt

with the word

ks
(rozen on ber lips, and
Il:: !

had been erouch-

turn with an awiul sholdder?

that dark form whieh
ing just hebind her all this while re-
vealed itself at last? And whsi was
No

have

M—man, or benst, or reptile ?

wild thing of the forest eould

given such & pang of fear to that poor

giri's heart as that homan Isce which
bent above her, and w!.-liq_-h ghe knew
at that first terrified glance to be that
At

any moment ibe would have shrunk

gl the overseer, Fzekiel Doble.

awny from him, but now, in that lone-

y wood, his presence was an awlol
thing ¢ her.  She thaiight of The dis-
t m human habitation, of
vinloul vwels whichshe curried w
her, of b TL W atid of this
nani's strength, Yot, sfier the firs
ream she tried (0 eonoel the foar phe

felt, and Jooked at him with & proml
gurl of her red lip.

# 15 thix an sccidental moeting, Mr
Doble™ she said, “or have you some
business with me?® If not allow me (o
[anE yoL il remonnt.”
But the overseer stood #fill bet ween
her pnd the borse, and ,'.'nl.l‘!l upon her
with a triumphant sneer, which made
her blood ran cold.

“Sg my fine Indy wants to ron
he asked, * She
The ‘villain-

awny, does she
don’t like my company,
ous face and the ‘sbominable eye,” and
the mnn whe losks ke n yuil-bind,
Ah! I've listened

(O TTER I vhand ik (o the old weo-

don't st ber,eh

man. | know liow veutried to potson

anid
1 am a jail-bird

her cars ngainst me, now 111 ler
vou know the truth
I Zewe robbed and murdercd, and 'm

roingr 10 do it ngrin”

n
LT

i Lel ine pass,” that 'Wil-

ald utter, fur the wild threb-

Wils

hediina «
bing of lier lewrt.

P Not o fust, my lndy,” said  the
i Ihare win't so niggers to eall
on NG Fhere ain't llrllbﬁli]'f o do
your bulding like o whipped houml

Yourmn

ream asmnel ag you please,

ainl puireele won't nke no notice,
w1 hipd ther, anid there ain't
10 il | ' PRUTIT | T
”' pansed o woment nnl looked
\ liks shiowider, | ¢ rustle in the
ritichics « behiiind Wit hiroke up
i the e A Tl imal—a
ligvi rorablilt probabdy —tittead from
amiongst the undergrowtl neross the
roud, nnd he tornod oned more  tow-
ards the 1rembling givl Lefore him,
ey diamonds nre worth o for-
tane, ain't they #* e went on,. ' T'm
goin’ Lo mahe one ool of "emeil [ can,

iing before the elinss,

with them a glittering on your arms
and peck.  The heaus will think you
nte hinndsome, won't  they ¢ Huark
ye, my e dwdy, belore to-morrow
comes that faee of yours won't be mueh

of {new

aud that “‘illil-

to look at. TN be the kind

that deml folks have,

wighing 10

hent "em wonder shiv the handsome

gal s run off with livre's a hole
in these woods where they Il never
find lier atter rocks nad  grass and
rubbish i pited over her

e Tl -'_-.r:', e poot Ll|ll},} the
wiivt as be spoke, pml lie now was
lerling in b pouket wath the other
hand for somothing  which lay iidden
there, aud which glittered ns he drew

wdoeth, And Willilming, torning
her eyes lowards the bloe eky, mar.
murid sofils “Oh, my Gold! have
moerey on me, for tlis man will have
o
Tl bushes disd not pustle this time,
only two lighit eves, black as pight
andd ralling  fiereely from side jo side
glittered  om the oserseer: from the
tanglad folinge Lahitad Wim,  Wilkel-
ming saw the steel plittering aboye
Lot Betd, and  beard the horrible
w i whaeh 1} uveracer bent
aver e, ns #he kuelt before him in
} Lot rof She expeeted instant
deathy for there truly secmed no pos-
itit eNCLe My parents! my
kil ot 1 brothers ! shall 1
I Al | wgain L antirmur
ol undess you meet ‘em in the
elher worbl,” was (e barbarous re
s Bat n0 =oun ns the words had
efl Fazekieds lips, be lay stretched
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| a grent Llack farm whieh now
kirelt upun lis breast with his hands
Hpo s thrast, and uttered the
worls “Dan’t be skoered, minsy
He shan’t do tou no harm He

He could 'nt

shan't do you no harm

How, Nt Way

It was the fugitive slave, Ralph.
Wilhelmina heard tho voiee, recog-
nized the eager bluek face, clasped
bands in thankfulness, and fell
back, faln!ir.g upan the ground.
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WOorning  sun  arose,
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ol N She could have kissed

" peh BMack ta na Al .'i;n:;ght of

i s fal fat feom which he bad
» L " FWWKRTH FARE




